- 2 -

At the request of the Chairperson of the Architectural
and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board, the Interagency
Coordinating Council considered this amendment.  The Council

strongly opposes this amendment.

The Council shares the view expressed by Secretary
Goldschmidt in the enclosed letter which he had sent to the
Committee prior to its consideration of H.R. 6417, stating the
Nation*s public transportation systems must be accessible to
handicapped persons. The local option amendment is contrary to
that fundamental policy.

Under subsection 5 of the amendment, a Secretary of
Transportation approved plan would satisfy the requirements
of the other Federal laws relating to discrimination against
handicapped persons in transportation* The subsection would
nullify the mandates of the Urban Mass Transportation Act, the
Architectural Barriers Act, and the Rehabilitation Act, to
provide accessible transit services and facilities to integrate
handicapped persons into the mainstream of society. Therefore,
the Council strongly opposes subsection 5.

It should be briefly observed that the historic exclusion
of disabled persons from the mainstream of society, including
transit services, cannot and will not be overcome by permitting
Federal recipients to expend three percent of their program
funds. Accessibility can readily be provided when subway sta-
tions are renovated or newly constructed. Transportation services
must be recognized as an integral part of society to which all
persons, including handicapped persons, are entitled.  In
considering this amendment, the Administration should also weigh
the sociological benefits of accessible transit systems.

The Council believes that the Administration must
continue to move forward to implement its sincere commitment
to disabled persons. Approval by the Administration of H.R.
6417 in its present form with Representative Cleveland's
amendment would be viewed by disabled persons as a retreat by
the Administration from the President's strong support for
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act which he reiterated at
the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped.

The Interagency Coordinating Council urges that the
Administration continue to vigorously oppose the local option
amendment.
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